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Ratha Yatra: The Grand Sojourn

"Ma, we have a long
weekend from 1st July to 3rd
July, because of Ratha Yatra,"
Seema, told her mother Nalini
on reaching home from
office. Nita and Nikhil, her
children who were watching
the television, rushed to hug
Seema.

Nita: "Granny now you have to tell us

what is the Ratha Yatra!"!

Both Seema and Nikhil also joined
Nita with the requst.

Nalini:

Nikhil:

Nalini:

"Ok, ok!! Being an Odia, you
must know about Ratha Yatra
or the Car Festival as it has been
known all along!!
Ratha Yatra literally means, the
Chariot Procession."
"That is ok, but why is Ratha Yatra
celebrated?
When we speak of Ratha Yatra
in Odisha, we refer to the annual
9 day trip taken by the Divine
siblings, Lord Jagannath (Vishnu
incarnation), Lord Balabhadra
(the eldest sibling), Goddess
Subhadra (their sister and the
youngest sibling) and Sudarshan
(the divine weapon of Lord
Vishnu), to their Aunt's place, the
Gundicha Temple, around 3 km
from the Jagannath Temple on
the Grand Road."

16 | cfcczymee

Nita: "And why do they go
there?

Nikhil: "Yes Granny, what is
the purpose behind the trip"?

Nalini: "Rightly asked dears!
Deities visit aunt's place once

=& in a year. There is another

purpose also, that the Non-
Hindus are not allowed into the
Jagannath temple, since time
immemorial. But Lord Jagannath,
is a very much loved God and
equally affectionate. So, to enable
darshan for those devotees who
can't enter the temple, he embarks
on this journey!!

Seema:"You know what children?

Whenever 1 think of Ratha
Yatra, immediately the 3 colorful
chariots with their respective
deities,moving amidst the sea of
people, on the Grand Road (Bada
Danda) in Puri, comes to my
mind!!"

Nalini: "Yes, that is true! In fact every

thing about Lord Jagannath is
Grand! He is known as the Grand
Lord (Bada Thakura) ofthe Grand
Temple (Bada Deula) and has
Grand Prasad ( Mahaprasad) !!"

Nikhil:"Haha!! That is so cool Granny!!

Also he has huge eyes, Grand
eyes (Chaka Nayana) they are!!"



Nita: "When is Ratha Yatra celebrated
Granny?"

Nalini: "Ratha Yatra starts from the
Hindu month of Ashadha Shukla
dwitiya and continues for 9 days.
During the journey the chariots
are pulled by the devotees from
Jagannath temple to the Gundicha
temple."

Seema:"Also the festivities include
carrying the deities out of the
sacrosantum of the temple to the
chariots in a rhythmic motion
known as the "Pahandi Bije".

Nalini: "Yes, you will be surprised to know
that the Grand Lord is literally
lifted with hands by the servitors
and seated on the Rathas"!

Nikhil:"What are the Rathas made of
Granny?

Nalini: "The Rathas are huge wheeled
wooden structures draped in
colorful applique fabrics, built
anew every year and pulled by the
devotees. Also each Ratha has an
interesting name!

Nita: "Really Granny'?? What are the
names?

Nalini: T think, your Mom can answer
that!!

Seema:"Yes Ma, I do remember the
names, Lord Jagannath's Ratha
is called "Nandighosha", Lord
Balabhadra's Ratha is called
"Taladhwaja" and Devi Subhadra's
"Darpadalana”.

Nikhil: Wow! Mom, you remember so
much!!

Shaswatee Mohanty
Bhubaneswar

Prlde Of Odisha
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Draupadi Murmu :
The 15™ President of India.

Draupadi Murmu is the first tribal
and second woman to become the
President of India.She is an active
tribal politician hailing from a remote
location of Odisha. On 20 June
1958, she was born in the Baidaposi
village of Mayurbhanj (Odisha). Her
father Biranchi Narayan Tudu was
the village headman. Being born in
the Santhal community of a tribal
family, Draupadi Murmu faced many
hardships and struggles.

She was an assistant teacher before
entering politics in 1997. She also
served as BJP’s Vice-president of
Scheduled Tribes Morcha. Serving
twice as MLA of Rairangpur, she
was elected as the 9th Governor
of Jharkhand from 2015 to 2021.
Draupadi Murmuis also renowned for
being the best MLA by the prestigious
Nilkantha Award by the Odisha
Legislative Assembly. Despite several
personal tragedies like the death of
her husband and then two grown-
up sons, she was always dedicated to
serving society.

She is pride of Odisha and we pray
that she may empower our glorious
nation to greater heights.
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EID-AL-ADHA

Eid-Al-Adha is celebrated
Islamic

by
across the world. As per

communities

Islamic Lunar Calendar, the !
10th day of Dhu Al-Hijjah is

celebrated as Eid-Al-Adha.

It is the second important

festival celebrated by Muslims, after Eid-
Al-Fitr. This festival basically marks the
end of Hajj or Pilgrimage to Makkah,
which is one of the religious duties and
one of the five pillars of Islam. This Eid
is also known as the Eid of sacrifice, and
it basically commemorates the faith of
prophet Ibrahim (may peace be upon
him) and devotion to Allah. It honours
the willingness of Ibrahim to sacrifice
his son Ismail as an act of obedience to
God's command. He keeps dreaming
that he is slaughtering his own son as the
command from God. But his son Prophet
Ismail was replaced by a lamb. This
sacrifice made by Ibrahim is celebrated

L — —
" T e "
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as Eid- Al-Adha. Muslims
all over the world therefore
sacrifice animal this day and

A feed the poor and needy as an

act of devotion to Allah.
On this day, people offer
Eid-Al-Adha
the mosque. Prayers are offered in

prayers  at

congregation. The holy prayers are
performed before noon time and after
the sunrise. People wish each other, visit
each other's place, exchange sweets and
gifts. People also invite their friends,
relatives and neighbours for Eid-Al-
Adha fest. People distribute new clothes,
food and sweets to poor and needy. With
this act Muslim reflect on the many
significant messages of the story and
beyond including their duty to Allah and
those who are praying for the sanctity of

Allah’s creation and world around us.
Shaheen Sultana
Bhubaneswar

The ultimate measure of a manis not where he
stands in moments of convenience and comfort,
but where he stands at times of challenge and

controversy.
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Kargi

fosg fgaw) is celebrated each
26 July in India, as a mark of
India's triumph over Pakistan
in the Kargil War for removing
Pakistani Forces from their
involved situations on the
mountain ridges of Northern
Kargil District of Ladakh in
1999. This day is additionally celebrated as
'Amrut Mahotsav'.

This day is celebrated all over India. On
this day our Prime Minister honours the
Jawans at Amar Jawan Jyoti, India Gate.
Various programms are organised allaround
the country to recognize the commitments
and victory of the Indian
Armed Forces.

After the Indo-Pak
battle of 1971, there
had been numerous
controversies. Both
the nations did atomic
tests in 1998 which had
additionally heightened
the matter. To quiet the
circumstance, in February 1999, the two
nations signed The Lahore Declaration,
promising to give a serene and reciprocal
solution to the Kashmir issue.

Butonthird May 1999, Pakistanbegan this
war when it occupied the high mountains
of Kargil with around 5000 fighters. At the
point when the Indian Government got the
information about it, operation ‘Vijay' was
sent off by the Indian armed force to toss
back the infiltrators who had captured the
Indian territory.

The Indian Air Force(IAF) accompanied
the ground troops by utlizing fighter planes.
To go after the objectives on the ground,

ijay

Kargil Vijay Diwas (@rfia SEANNE

Either I will come back after
hoisting the Tricolour, or I will
come back wrapped in it but I
will be back for sure.

Captain Vikram Batra

Diwas

B MiG fighter planes were used.
L Several targets in Pakistan were
I attacked. Consequently, MiG-
21s and Mirage 2000 of the IAF
were widely utilized in operation

‘Safed Sagar’ during this conflict.
An enormous number of

o

Vg
/ 4 rockets and bombs were utilized

in this conflict. Around two lakh fifty
thousand shells, bombs, and rockets were
shot. Roughly 5,000 gunnery shells, mortar
bombs, and rockets were discharged.
300 firearms, mortars and 9,000 shells
that were dropped on the Tiger Hill were
recovered. It is said that, this was the main
conflict after ~World
War II, where in, such
an enormous number
of bombardments were
done on the enemy. At
last, India won.

It would not be wrong
to say that War is never
good. This causes a
significant  misfortune
on both sides. Many are martyred, many
are injured and devastations are taken
place both the sides. India is a harmonious
cherishing country that doesn't have faith
in war. Indian armed forces always protect
the country from intruders and make us feel
proud .This is the reason why we Indians
are thankful and are always grateful to our
jawans for whom we enjoy a safe life and
can sleep peacefully.A hearty salute to all
our armed forces for their service to Bharat.

ggHd S | ST @< |

Meenakshee Choudhury
Bhubaneswar
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Readers are requested to send their write ups, suggestions and feedback to nmssangini@gmail.com

in clear handwriting or soft copy before 30th September 2022 - Editor-in-Chief
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